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TYPE OR WRITE YOUR NAME HERE :    
An outbreak of disease occurred in an Amish community in Kent County, Delaware, during September 2004–February 2005, that resulted in 345 cases and affected primarily preschool-aged children.   A clinical case was defined as an acute cough illness lasting >2 weeks with onset during September 2004–February 2005 and without other apparent cause.   The median age of patients with clinical cases was 6 years. Among all patients with clinical cases, 50% reported paroxysms of cough, 33%  reported inspiratory whoop, and 31% reported vomiting after coughing. No hospitalizations or deaths were reported.

A confirmed case was defined as a clinical case of disease that 1) was laboratory confirmed by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for Bordetella DNA or 2) had a direct epidemiologic link to a laboratory-confirmed case. During October 2004–December 2004, a total of 12 PCR confirmed cases of this disease were reported among Amish residents in a community west of Dover, Delaware. Cases were reported by nurses from Southern Health Services (SHS), the public health clinic serving the two southernmost counties in Delaware. Several SHS nurses had treated patients with the disease in this case previously in this community and had knowledge of the low community vaccination rates; therefore, the disease was suspected when children with symptoms were reported. Control measures and active surveillance for additional cases were instituted, including enhanced contact investigation and special community clinics at Amish schools. The clinics provided an opportunity to distribute erythromycin, where appropriate, under standing orders. In addition, the clinics enabled further education of families regarding prevention and control measures for the disease in this case. To increase awareness of the outbreak among health-care providers, health-alert notices and diagnostic kits were distributed to area physicians. 
Of 123 patients aged 6 months–5 years, immunization registry results revealed that 72% had no records of vaccination with DTP/DTaP vaccine, 5% had records of receiving 1 or 2 doses, and 24% had records of receiving >3 doses. 

TYPE OR WRITE YOUR DIAGNOSIS HERE :    

use your tablet pen to circle or highlight what you believe are the key words or phrases in this case study that are important for the diagnosis / understanding the case.
when you are finished, save this file first on your tablet (that saves what you have written on it), then email it to sobenauf@broward.edu 
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