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TYPE OR WRITE YOUR NAME HERE :    
In August, 2 members of a family in Kentucky were treated for an outbreak of rash and fever.   A male aged 2 years was taken to a pediatrician after 1 day of fever (101° F) with a rash on his legs, arms, trunk, and back.   A viral syndrome was diagnosed and the child was treated with anti-inflammatory drugs.    Over the next 2 days the child had spiking fevers and a rash.  Four days after initial treatment, the child was again evaluated by a pediatrician because of lethargy and refusal to walk.  

Lab tests showed a low platelet count, an elevated white blood cell count, and anemia.  The next day, the child was admitted and treated with IV antibiotics.   Two days later, the child was transferred to a tertiary care hospital.  Physical examination revealed a fine petechial rash on the groin, trunk, ankles, and palms.  The patient was treated with vancomycin, cefotaxime, and doxycycline.  His condition continued to deteriorate; 8 days after initial treatment, he died from multiple-system organ failure.
The childs mother, aged 40 years, was hospitalized 2 days before her son’s death with 2 days of double vision, dizziness, headache, and fever.  Oral doxycycline and IV ceftriaxone were administered; she was discharged after 5 days.
Both the child and mother tested positive by indirect ELISA for antibodies to an intracellular tick-borne pathogen.

TYPE OR WRITE YOUR DIAGNOSIS HERE :    

use your tablet pen to circle or highlight what you believe are the key words or phrases in this case study that are important for the diagnosis / understanding the case.
when you are finished, save this file first on your tablet (that saves what you have written on it – do “file” > “save as” and add your name to the end of the file), then email it to sobenauf@broward.edu 
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