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TYPE OR WRITE YOUR NAME HERE :    
The patient, a 24-year-old female was seen by her doctor with a 2-month history of on and off tiredness and malaise.  She had recently noticed a problem when speaking, which seemed to get worse with longer conversations.  Reading had also become impossible because even short periods of focusing on a page induced blurring of her vision.  She usually attended regular fitness classes but her tolerance for exercise had dropped dramatically over the last month to the point that walking for more than 10 minutes drained her of all energy.  
On examination the patient was within normal range for weight and height.  There was no previous history of thyroid disease, anemia, or joint abnormalities.  Her cardiovascular, respiratory, and abdominal examinations were normal.  Examination of her cranial nerves did not reveal any lesion.  Sustained gaze in any direction for several minutes produced diplopia (double vision).
Further neurological examination did not reveal any muscle wasting or alterations in tone.  Power in all muscle groups was grade 4+ (range 0 – 5), but after repeated movement it decreased to grade 3 in the proximal muscle groups.  Within 2 minutes of administration of 12 mg of intravenous edrophonium her muscle power had increased to grade 4 in all groups.  The results of lab tests are shown below.


LAB RESULTS
Hemoglobin (g/dl)


12.6  (normal range is 11.5 – 16.0)

Serum B12 (ng/l)


562  (normal range is 150 - 900)
C Reactive Protein (mg/l)

7.5 (normal is less than 5)

IgM rheumatoid factor


negative

Anti-nuclear antibodies


negative

CSF from lumbar puncture  

turbid with 2500 white cells/mm3, 
Gram stain positive for Gram-negative bacilli
Anti-intrinsic factor antibodies

negative
Anti-acetylcholine receptor antibodies
positive

TYPE OR WRITE YOUR DIAGNOSIS HERE :    

use your tablet pen to circle or highlight what you believe are the key words or phrases in this case study that are important for the diagnosis / understanding the case.
when you are finished, save this file first on your tablet (that saves what you have written on it – do “file” > “save as” and add your name to the end of the file), then email it to sobenauf@broward.edu 
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